






US Sailing SER
Safety Equipment Requirements

http://www.ussailing.org/safety/equipment­and­
requirements/

World Sailing OSR
Offshore Special Regulations

http://www.sailing.org/specialregs





• Easier to understand

• Self­contained

• 3 categories (vs 7)
• Nearshore

• Coastal

• Ocean. 

• More compact 

• Member Input

• Local “recommendations”



Cat Description US Sailing

0

Trans­oceanic races, including races which pass through areas in which air or sea temperatures 
are likely to be less than 5 degrees Celsius other than temporarily, where yachts must be 
completely self­sufficient for very extended periods of time, capable of withstanding heavy 
storms and prepared to meet serious emergencies without the expectation of outside assistance.

Ocean

1
Races of long distance and well offshore, where yachts must be completely self­sufficient for 
extended periods of time, capable of withstanding heavy storms and prepared to meet serious 
emergencies without the expectation of outside assistance.

Ocean

2
Races of extended duration along or not far removed from shorelines or in large unprotected bays 
or lakes, where a high degree of self­sufficiency is required of the yachts.

Coastal

3 Races across open water, most of which is relatively protected or close to shorelines. Near Shore

4 Short races, close to shore in relatively warm or protected waters normally held in daylight. Near Shore



Uniformity
1.01.1  The purpose of the Offshore Special Regulations (OSR) is to establish uniform 
minimum equipment, accommodation and training standards.

Supplemental
1.01.2  The OSR do not replace, but rather supplement, the requirements of 
governmental authority, Classification Society certification, the Racing Rules of Sailing 
(RRS), Equipment Rules of Sailing(ERS), class rules and Rating Systems.

No Guarantee 1.01.3  Use of the OSR does not guarantee total safety of the boat and her crew….

RRS
&
PIC 
Responsibility

1.02.1  Under RRS 4 the responsibility for a boat’s decision to participate in a race or 
continue racing is hers alone. The safety of a boat and her crew is the sole and 
inescapable responsibility of the Person in Charge…

2.2  Neither the establishment of the OSR, nor their use by Organizing Authorities, nor 
the inspection of a boat under the OSR in any way limits or reduces the complete and 
unlimited responsibility of the Person in Charge…



Section Description

1 General Requirements

2 Hull & Structure Requirements

3 Safety Equipment Requirements

4 Skills Requirements (Training)

5 Hull & Structure Recommendations

6 Safety Equipment Recommendations

7 & 8 Double Handed Requirements

http://www.bycmack.com/main_documents.cfm



http://www.bycmack.com



Required Highly Recommended

1.3 A boat may be inspected at any time… 5.2 Batteries: …a boat shall carry a separate battery

3.1.1 Lifejackets: A boat shall have at least one (1) wearable 

U.S. Coast Guard PFD for each person… 3.1.2:  Each PFD 

shall be equipped with a whistle and a water proof light.

6.1.3 PFD Equipment: …that each PFD shall be equipped 

with crotch or leg straps…

3.7.2 Pole, Flag, Lifebuoy, Light ‐ A boat shall have a man 

overboard pole and flag, with a lifebuoy, a self‐igniting 

light, a whistle, and a drogue attached…

6.2.1 Lifesling®: …a boat shall carry a Lifesling® or 

equivalent man overboard rescue device…

3.7.4 MOB Recording ‐ A boat shall carry an electronic means to 

record the position of a man overboard within ten 

seconds...   3.9 … Shall have a GPS Receiver

3.8.1 VHF Radio ‐ A boat shall have an installed VHF radio 

connected to a masthead antenna… Such radio shall have 

DSC (Digital Selective Calling) capability, be connected to 

or have an internal GPS, and have the assigned MMSI #.

6.3.2 EPIRB: …a boat shall carry either a 406MHz EPIRB 

which is properly registered to the boat, or a 

floating 406MHz Personal Locator Beacon…

3.8.2 Handheld VHF Radio ‐ A boat shall have a watertight 

handheld VHF radio or a handheld VHF radio with a 

waterproof cover…

6.4 Life Raft: …a boat shall carry adequate inflatable life 

raft(s) designed for saving life at sea with designed 

capacity for containing the entire crew…





� The certificate shall be downloaded from the “Documents/Forms” section of 
the Race website; www.bycmack.com. 









9.1 Each competing owner and Person-In-Charge is responsible for assuring that 
the boat complies with the SER.  However, as a courtesy and without relieving the 
Person­In­Charge of responsibility, the SER Compliance Committee will be available 
for consultation before the Race. 

9.2 The Race Committee may also require any competitor to submit to an SER 
Compliance Committee safety consultation before the Race.  Such consultations 
may be arranged through the Race Committee by submitting a request via e­mail 
to mackchair2018@byc.com or by mail to BYC

9.3 The SER Compliance Committee will inspect randomly selected boats 
immediately after finishing the Race at Mackinac Island.  Boats not in compliance 
with the SER or hindering the inspection process will be subject to protest by the 
Race Committee. 



1.3  A boat may be inspected at any time by an inspector or measurer of 
the Organizing Authority.

If she does not comply with these regulations her entry may be rejected 
or she will be subject to a protest filed by the Race Committee. A 
violation of the Safety Equipment Requirements may result in a penalty 
other than disqualification.







1.  Inspectors are volunteers 



2.  Inspectors generally conduct a spot check (via an inspection card) 



3.  Be prepared in case you are selected

• The Crew Man overboard Certificate is required to be on the race website form.





14. BOATS RETIRING FROM THE RACE 

A boat that retires from the Race for any reason SHALL notify the Race Committee on 

Mackinac Island by telephone at 906­847­6179 as soon as possible. The boat also shall 

notify the United States Coast Guard via VHF channel 16, if possible.  If the boat cannot 

establish radio contact with the United States Coast Guard, she shall notify a United States 

Coast Guard station nearest the port of refuge.  Failure to comply with this Sailing 

Instruction may result in a protest by the Race Committee and/or denial of an invitation to 

participate in future Mackinac Races. 

18. SAFETY AT SEA 

Bayview Yacht Club supports the US SAILING Safety at Sea Reporting Program, requiring 

that boats failing to finish the race report the reasons and circumstances to US SAILING in 

writing.  In addition, it is requested that a report be led with the Race Committee on any 

significant accident, or boat or equipment failure, even if the boat finishes. 



http://www.ussailing.org/safety/big­boat­safety­at­
sea/safety­at­sea­withdrawal



Person In Charge ­ name and contact information

Boat Name, sail number and class

Narrative account of the circumstances relative to your withdrawal, including the approximate hour, 
weather conditions, number of persons aboard and the reason for withdrawal. 

If structural or mechanical failure were the cause, please describe in detail. 

Your evaluation of the seagoing capability of your crew will be helpful. Include any radio contacts (EPIRB 
and email too) made and their responses.

Describe injuries, if any. 

Was any gear deployed and not picked up?  If so, what? 

Any additional information you care to add will be appreciated, such as attempts to repair, assistance 
rendered by other vessels, etc. 

Note: In an effort to better understand products that contribute to failure of passage, please include 
specific mention of product performance deficiencies related to this incident.



• mackchair2018@byc.com

safety@byc.com


